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Creation or Evolution; Must we choose?
A debate contra Atheism to protect our youth.

"English and Arabic Translation Versions"
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www.copticorthodox-divinejustice.com

Open the website, go to “videos”, listen to and watch the videos on
Darwin, Evolution, Adam and Eve. 15 Arabic videos x 10 mins each
And the videos by Anba Beemen:

Man Created by Evolution; no conflict with the Bible — 5 minutes, and
Knowing God through the Creation — 40 minutes

Feel free: Browse, watch videos, read books, lectures and articles and
download as much as you wish!



Creationism or Evolutionism;

Must we choose?

Dear Professor Andrews

I am Hany Mikhail, a retired Consultant in Accident
and Emergency Medicine and Orthopaedic Surgery. I am
a Coptic Orthodox Christian and a happily married father
and grandfather. I spent my 12 school years at the English
Mission School, Cairo, where I was told of the Theory of
Evolution at age 14. In my teens I was born in the Lord
Jesus Christ by the Late Father Bishop Anba (=Abba) Bee-
men of Mallawy, Egypt (1932-1986) (after St Poemen of
the 4c), who was my first true spiritual father, guide, teacher
and theologian. Before ordination he was a teacher of Phi-
losophy and Social Sciences. He studied his Master degree
at Princeton University, USA in the 1970s.

He used to teach us as teenagers/youth (and I still keep
his recoded lectures!) that whether God created the uni-
verse and humankind in a moment of time or billion years
it makes no difference to our Faith in Him as our Creator
Father, and does not contradict the Genesis account of cre-
ation. Christians remain Christians whether they wish to
believe in: instantaneous creation, creation in six days of 24
hours, or in billions of years. A billion-year-period is the
same as a one second in time in God’s terms. Still many
Christians like to share in the fight of Creationists and Evo-

1



lutionists arguing and battling on the “time span” of Cre-
ation — Why?! That fight is completely irrelevant to our
Faith and Biblical Truth. God is timeless — exists outside
our created “time, matter and space” universe.

Anba Beemen, and us teenagers, knew that most Church
teachers, at that time, believed that Biblical Authenticity can
only be defended by insisting on the LITERALITY of every
word and text in the Bible, as if it were perfect science and
scientific history, in our modern sense. This obviously was
due to following the only known traditional thinking along
20 centuries, before modern science discovered some of the
mysteries of the universe.  Yet, Anba Beemen taught us,
by word and books, that whether Adam’s body was created
from literal soil-matter, after which God infused into it a
spiritual element, OR that body was a pre-existing evolved
living being, into which God infused and endowed the non-
material element (spirit — soul — mind — consciousness) at a
certain time, known to Him, to become Adam and Eve, ei-
ther of these two probabilities_make no difference whatso-
ever to our Christian Faith or the authenticity of the Bible.

theologically, in reality, still mere soil and matter — “dust” if
you wish.

We might even say: Indeed the pre-human Evolution of
soil/dust (adamah in Hebrew, and adeem in Arabic) into
such a living glorious evolved being, in as many billions of
years, reveals God and His planning in a more glorious om-
nipotence than the instantaneous creation from mere dust/
soil, and reveals humankind in a more dignified status, than
if he were the product of the direct creation from mere dust!



God was preparing this living being (Mr Soil = Adamah) to
become human one day, when God would breath in him and
her a breath of life/living spirit, to fashion them in God’s
Image and likeness. There are several Patristic writings
that support such allegorical/symbolic/metaphorical inter-
pretation of the Genesis account (and other Biblical texts)
rather than its literality (Barnabas, Irenaeus, Hippolitus,
Methodius, Lactantius, Theophilus, John of DamscusOri-
gen, St Basil the Great, St John Chrysostom, St Augustine
... from “Reason and Faith”, by Roger Forster & Paul Mar-
ston; pp 205, 206, 227, 231, 261 — Monarch Publications ).

So we grew to believe that God is the Sole Creator. As
for us: we are part matter, part non-matter, regardless of
how long this creation of Adam (humankind) took to be
completed, to enable humankind to commence relating to
God as our Creator Father and to tend and keep His Garden
of Eden — this world we live in at present. God, and only
God, is the Intelligent Designer of the universal Intelligent
Design. Our Creed based on the Biblical message does

not give much importance to “lengths or periods of time”,

or “details of procedures”, of the “HOW” God made this
universe or humankind. Religious Literature 3,000 years

ago, was not concerned in the least, or aiming for, our modern
exact scientific or historical documentation to prove truth,
but concerned with, and aimed to deliver, a spiritual message
about God’s Omnipotent care and love towards His creation.
The Bible deals with, and answers, the question “WHY”
are we here in this existence, rather than the “HOW”,
which is the concern of Science. The Creed confirms the
core elements of our Faith: The Trinitarian God is the Sole
Creator, Designer, Guide of all things seen and unseen -
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Pantocrator. Whether time and science will confirm that
God did this work by Evolution or by any other wonderful
miraculous procedure, we continue to study all the mysteries
of the universe and worship this Lovingly Omnipotent God.

Until the present time, Science tells us that the only
probable procedure, by which all living beings came to be,
is by being born from a “womb” of a pre-existing being (or
a similar procedure — as in asexual reproduction). It is
futile, near impossible, even fictional and illogical, to try to
convince a person (especially intelligent students of science)
that a living being spontaneously came to be without being
born of another — even Christ Himself needed a womb to be
born from, and still known as The Second Adam having a
complete material human Nature fully united to His eternal
Spiritual Divine Being (Nature)!!!

Strict LITERAL READING and INTERPRETATION
of the Genesis Account of Creation has and will continue
to cast away many intelligent young Christians from God
and His Church, only because of insistent scientists, who
stay entrenched in their scientific theories versus narrow
fossilised theological patterns of exegesis. Can we agree
to leave the answers of the WHY we are here and where we
are heading, to be judged by the Bible and Church? And
leave the HOW this material universe evolved, and came to
be what it is, to Science and Scientists? I know that it is a
dream so difficult to achieve, but without it the battle will
become war and the casualties are our children, especially
the more gifted and scientifically orientated, who would
vote with their feet, as some have already done.



God created this Cosmos (Beauty in Greek) in a very
meaningful organised order with a Divinely Engineered and
Ordered Natural Law, which work to produce a meaningful
ascending graph of complexity and beauty. in a very short
time indeed, just about 14 billion years. This miraculous
design and procedure work in a very similar way to how
our genes and chromosomes work, since we were a one-
cell embryo. These one-cell-genes contained our physical
characteristics when we become 100 years old and keep
working silently to reach their goal. However these genes
do not form us instantaneously but through time, at least
during the first “very short” 9 months when our embryo
and those of all vertebrates are morphologically of a very
similar nature and constitution: a head (cephalon), torso, 4
limbs, one mouth, 2 eyes, nostrils, hearing organs and the
same design for internal organs. The embryo of each species
then EVOLVES and develops into its Divinely Ordained
morphology and function, albeit with humans having a very
special SPARK of light — the Spirit/Soul/Mind, you name
it. These embryos develop and branch like a tree; The Tree
of Life. This is what the Theory of Evolution describes.
The shame is that this Theory has been hijacked by atheists,
which made believers fight against it, convinced that the
Theory is anti-God. Only Atheistic Evolutionists play the
game of being Anti-God. The idea of creation by God
employing an Evolutionary process in creating the universe,
and all what is in it, is quite innocent.




Dear Professor Andrews, I have enjoyed listening to
your “youtube” videos on:

The debate with Richard Dawkins: Creation vs Evolu-
tion (2 parts) — What is Man — On Theistic Evolution — Who
made God. I deeply respect and appreciate your apologetic
defence of Faith and agree with you entirely that Science is
very unlikely to answer the Question WHY (philosophical
as you said) and probably also HOW the following 3 events
came to be:

1) The origin of the Universe (matter, space and time)
ex-nihilo, out of nothingness. This needs an Intelligent
Designer God to bring about.

2) The origin of LIFE (DNA) from inorganic matter,

where by, it can replicate and reproduce itself. Again this
needs our Father God to create, whether in a moment of
time or billions of years.

3) The origin of the human being, becoming conscious of
God and the world and himself. God is the only Creator

of humankind (whether from direct soil or by Evolution of
that soil into a pre-human living being). God then infused
(breathed in) the spiritual element to bring about the full
completed humankind. I believe that this could have very
well happened in a moment of time by a special Miraculous
Revelation of God to a first pre-human living male and fe-
male beings, making them a God-Conscious-Human-Cou-
ple, in a way similar to when God spoke to Abraham and
Moses, and commenced a relationship with them and their
children.




L. however. beg to differ in my conviction, as a Christian,
with vour good-self. regarding 2 issues:

1) The time period in which these events took place.
You agreed that the world and humankind were created in
less than 10,000 years ex-nihilo, in the debate with Richard
Dawkins. I believe, as aforementioned, that this Evolution-
ary Divine Miracle, most probably, took billions of years,
regardless of the possible errors in Carbon dating or the fos-
sil record history. Even if we assume that Carbon Dating
were 90% erroneous (an exaggeration), still these dating
procedures will show and calculate that the age of our uni-
verse would be measured in millions of years, rather than
billions, but not 10,000 years only or less.

You believe that the bodies of Adam and Eve where cre-
ated without being born from a womb, hence they had no
umbilical cord or umbilicus. It also means that Eve, if fash-
ioned from a literal rib of Adam, must be seen as a perfect
CLONE of Adam with the exact genome + an added exten-
sion to the “Y” chromosome to make it an “X” chromo-
some, by implication, (having listened to your discussion
on the Adamic genome).

2) The Procedure/method/mechanism of how living be-
ings were created (the HOW — that belongs to science rath-
er than to theology and the Bible). You believe that a first
individual creature, of every type of living beings, came to
existence by direct separate creation and did not develop
by Evolution. In fact Gen1:20-25 text suggests that liv-
ing beings (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals)
“STEMMED” (? evolved) from one another rather than by
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individual types being created separately. In Arabic: “Then
God said, let the waters abundantly produce crawling liv-
ing creatures (from fish came amphibians and reptiles) and
let birds fly above the earth .... And God said: let the earth
bring forth the living creature ... cattle and creeping things
and beast of the earth ...”

I believe that The Process of Evolution (regardless of
its mechanism) is much more likely than instantaneous in-
dividual separate creation of types of beings — on embry-
ological and genealogical bases. The most likely mecha-
nism, however, for Evolution of life (and may be the whole
universal procedure of creation) is the Divinely-Controlled-
Purposeful-Mutations, steered by the divinely engineered
Natural Law. As I mentioned the Embryonic Evolution
in the womb dictates a very sound logical support of the
likelihood that all creatures, one way or another, must have
been born from a pre-existing womb. In the womb the em-
bryo develops and evolves in months from a single cell,
because of the Divinely Engineered Natural Law that God
controls. The same procedure, I believe would explain how
in the “Womb of Nature” and the Universe, God guided the
process of Evolution of all life on Earth, and may be also of
how the first seed of this Universe, the “Point of Singular-
ity” of the Big Bang, carried in it an integral Natural Law,
akin to our genes, which guarded and tended the Evolution
of all the components of the Universe (organic and non-
organic) to bring about the beauty that we see, breath, touch
and listen to its inspiration to love it all, love one another
and the Great Trinitarian God who made it all for our joy.




Another point: Most Catholic scientists who believe in
God, believe that the Theory of Evolution could very well
have been the method God employed to create the whole
universe and humankind — “How to read the World; Cre-
ation in Evolution” by Montenant, Plateaux and Roux,
SCM Press. Also, modern Genetic studies, which can tell
us the regions from where our ancestors came and lived,
tell us that humans and chimps have 90% common genes
in all their chromosomes, and 98% common genes in the
“Y” chromosome, which seem to be the least to mutate. It
is very difficult to ignore such supporting evidence, regard-
less of how erroneous Carbon Dating or the Fossil Record
might be.

Apes and humankind have had an extinct ancestor. But
neither apes became humans at any time in history, nor
would humans become apes. This is the sarcastic joke used
by Creationists, unwittingly!

Having said that I wish to confirm that I obviously and
utterly disagree and reject atheistic Evolution, as it speaks
of the joke that Matter and mere Chance being the Intelli-
gent Designers, makers of the Natural Law of our Universe
and Life!!! Indeed, Darwin never discussed the Origin of
the Universe nor the Origin of Life, but only the steps of
how life, after being created by the “Creator” might have
evolved. Darwin never said that ape became man. That
is a false accusation. Darwin was not anti-theistic but his
idea (theory of Evolution) was hijacked by many, not only
by atheists but also by politicians such as Carl Marx, Hitler
and the Eugenics. The word Creator has been mentioned
in the last paragraph of Darwin’s book “Origin of Species™:




“ There 1s grandeur in this view of life, with its several
powers, having been originally breathed by the Creator into
a few forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet has gone
cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so
simple a beginning endless forms most beautiful and most
wonderful have been, and are being, evolved.”

The reason why I decided to write this letter to you:

You kindly, God willing, would be giving us a talk on
“The Image of God and Man” on 30" June 2019. Our
youth, especially those who study science, have deep ques-
tions and dilemmas on how to reconcile what scientists say
about the Origins of the Universe, Life and Humankind, re-
garding the time periods and procedure of origin of Life and
humankind. Iknow that you accept parts of Genesis as pos-
sibly symbolic (the 6 days x 24 hours). Inquisitive minds
expect Creationists to either read all the Genesis Account
as Literal, word for word, or all as symbolic. Interpreting
parts of Genl-3 symbolically and part literally defeats the
claim of Creationists that Literality is the only way to read
the Genesis account of creation.

I believe that telling young scientists that the world, and
humankind were created in less than 10,000 years ago, is
very likely going to add more atheists and deserters from
God and Church, than those whom I know have already
done so, essentially because of the strict Literal Interpre-
tation of Genesis and other stories in the Old Testament,
where a serpent and even the donkey of Balaam have mi-
raculously spoken in human language in a literal fashion!!!
There are many more difficult questions with no reason-
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able answers that arise, if we strictly insist that our children
must accept the literality of Gen 1-3 if not to be accused of
heresy.

Questions:

How can we state that the first 3 days were 3x24 hours if
the Sun and moon were not yet created? How could Adam
fear death, if it were not an experience he had already seen
with other creatures before the Fall? Why did God have to
put Adam to sleep to fashion Eve? God certainly could have
done the work with Adam awake. How did Adam know
that Eve was of his flesh and bones, if he were asleep when
she was created? Did God have bodily organs as literally
stated? Why on Earth did God create the killer-tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, if He is a loving caring Father?
Did God create microbes that are deadly to humans before
or after the Fall? Did the 2" Law of Thermodynamics (that
implies decay of matter after becoming heat energy) ex-
ist before or after the Fall? Did animals of predation have
long canines before the Fall or were they herbivorous with-
out canines? If the serpent was cursed to crawl on land,
did it have limbs before the Fall? The “tree of Life” that
was mentioned in Prov 3:18, 11:30, 13:12, 15:4 and Rev
2:7, has been interpreted by Church Fathers as a symbol of
Christ Himself. Should we accept it as symbolic or literal
in Genl-3? ... and many more questions. These questions
may sound very silly, I agree, but children insist to have
literal and sensible logical answers, if we insist on literal
interpretation of Gen 1-3. Lord have mercy.
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A sincere request:

Dear Professor Andrews: Is it at all possible that you “give
a leeway” to those who prefer a Symbolic/Metaphorical/Alle-
gorical reading of the Genesis Account and assure them that

they are not by such reading rejecting our Bible or Christian
Faith? [ do not believe that such teaching would reduce

our Faith in God or in the Authenticity of the Bible. This
is my sincere request that I beg of you, to save our young
intelligent minds.

May God bless you and reward you for your apologetic
work for His glory.

Hany Mikhail

Email address: hanymmikhail@gmail.com

Website: www.copticorthodox-divinejustice.com
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Patristic quotations
which read Gen.1-3 symbolically.

From Reason & Faith, by Roger Forster & Paul Marston,
Monarch Publications, 1989:

1) “With the Lord one day is as a thousand years and a
thousand years as one day.” (Pet 3:8)

‘Pet 3:8 lead many of them (Church Fathers) to take an
allegorical interpretation of the “days” in Genesis 1 to
mean millennia. This view is expressed for example by:
Barnabas, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Methodius, Lactantius,

Theophilus, and John of Damascus .... (p205)
2) St Basil:

‘Whether you call it a day or whether call it eternity, you
express the same idea’ (p205)

3) St John Chrysostom, on the rib used to form Eve he
writes:
‘Don t take the words in human fashion; rather, interpret
the concreteness of the expressions from the viewpoint
of human limitations. You see, if he had not used these
words, how would we have been able to gain knowledge
of these mysteries which defy description?’ (p205)

4) Origen:

‘What man of intelligence, [ ask, will consider a
reasonable statement that the first and second and the
third day, in which there are said to be both morning and
evening, existed without sun and moon and stars, while
the first day was even without a heaven? And who could be
found so silly as to believe that God, after the manner of
a farmer, “planted trees in a paradise eastward I Eden”,
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.. And ... when God is said to “walk in the paradise in
the evening” ... I do not think anyone will doubt that
these are figurative expressions which indicate certain
mysteries through a resemblance in history.” (p206)

‘In the Hebrew language Adam signifies man, and that
in those parts of the narrative which appear to refer
to Adam as an individual, Moses is discoursing upon
the nature of man in General. For “in Adam” (as
the Scripture says) “all die;” and were condemned in
the likeness of Adam's transgression, the word of God
asserting this not so much of one particular individual
as of the whole human race.” (p231)

5) St Augustine:

‘As mothers are pregnant with young, so the world itself
is pregnant with the causes of things that are born.’

(p227)
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